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Abstract

Neoclassical economics which is the dominant understanding in modern economics, bases its
anlyises onto the homo economicus concept. This concept of individual as an ideal type, tries
to maximize its own utility in an individualistic, even selfish style. The only thing of interest to
it is its own desires. The counterpart of this type which is obderved in Western economic
thinking, appears in a verry negative way in Eastern Sufi culture. In Sufism, the name given to
this type is “nafs-i emmare”. Like homo economicus, nefs-i emmare also prioritize its self-
interest in a selfish and even if necessary unethical way. However, unlike the homo economicus
concept that mainstraim economics acknowledge and rely on, in Sufi cultures, nefs-i emmare
is somehing to be tamed and transcend. It is true that homo economicus also faces some
challenges that come from Western economics. Especially, the criticism coming from the
Behavioral Economics is noteworthy in this respect. Nevertheless homo economicus still
remains as one of the pillars of Neoclassical economics today. The aim of this paper is to
compare the homo economicus with the nafs-i emmare concept. To this aim firstly the
characteristics of the nafs-i emmare will be laid out, and later the same analyisis will be done
for the homo economicus concept. In this way, the discrepancy between Neoclassical
economics and the Sufi thinking which is historically influential in Eastern culture will be
presented.

Keywords: homo economicus, the nafs concept, history of economic thought
JEL Codes: B15, B41, D10

econlR


mailto:gorkbaht@gmail.com

EconTR2021 I11. International Conference on Economics
September 02-04, 2027 Bagskent University, Ankara, Turkey

Nefs-I Emmare Olarak Homo Economicus

Ozet

Iktisatta giiniimiiziin hakim paradigmas: olan Neoklasik iktisat, analizlerini homo economicus
kavrami iizerine kurmaktadir. Bu tip, bireysel hatta bencil bir sekilde kendi faydasini
encoklastirmaya c¢alismaktadir, ilgilendigi tek sey kendi arzularidir. Bat1 iktisat kurgusunda
gordiigiimiiz bu tipin karsilig1 negatif bir sekilde Dogu’da Tasavvuf kiiltiirlinde karsimiza
cikmaktadir. Tasavvufta bu tipin ad1 kotiiliigli emredici nefis anlamindaki nefs-i emmaredir.
Nefs-i emmare de bencil bir sekilde kendi arzularin1 dnceleyen ve kisiye bunu emreden nefis
tirtidiir. Ancak Neoklasik iktisadin aksine, tasavvuf diisiincesinde nefs-i emmare, terbiye edilip
astlmas1 gereken bir asamaya karsilik gelir. Homo economicus kavrami da yine Bat1 kaynakli
iktisadin kendi i¢inden gelen bir takim elestirilerle karsi karsiya kalmistir. Bu elestirilerin en
son drnekleri, Davranissal Iktisat kanalindan gelenlerdir. Ancak yine de homo economicusun
Neoklasik iktisat diinyasinda halen hayatta kalmayi siirdiirdiigii de goriilmektedir. Bu
calismanin temel amaci, homo economicus ile nefs-i emmare yaklasimlarinin
karsilastirilmasidir. Bu amaca binaen once tasavvuf kiiltiirlindeki nefs-i emmare kavrami
tanimlanip 6zellikleri agiklanacak, ardindan da iktisattaki homo economicus kavrami i¢in ayni
islem yapilacaktir. Bu yolla, Neoklasik iktisadin temelde Dogu kiiltiiriinde 6nemli bir yere sahip
olan tasavvuf diislincesi ile uyumsuzlugu da ortaya konulmaktadir.
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